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) . YOUTH LIFETIME
Maine Game Warden Phil HUNTING AND

White Memorial Family Ice Day FISHING LICENSE
RAFFLE

As a memorial to Wade Kearns, the

ALL EQUIPMENT PROVIDED family is raffling 2 youth lifetime

licenses the day of the event.

CHALK POND, BEDDINGTON _
(on Rt. 193, near Rt. 9) 0-5 Age group: 1license

Saturday February 15, 2025 6-15 Age Group: 1 license
10:00 AM - 02:00 PM

No Fishing Licenses Required Information & Registration

(It's Maine Free Fishing Weekend!) Downeast Salmon Federation: (207) 483-4336
Traps, bait, holes, hot dogs, and Jon Gay: (207) 598-7545
bonfire provided. Dress warm and Peter Duston: (207) 546-7559
bring extra mitts for kids.

Free(zing) Fun at Chalk Pond

The Downeast Salmon Federation is once again proud to be a part of the



https://www.mainesalmonrivers.org/
https://www.charitynavigator.org/ein/010532938
https://directories.onepercentfortheplanet.org/profile/downeast-salmon-federation
https://www.constantcontact.com/landing1/vr/home?cc=nge&utm_campaign=nge&rmc=VF21_CPE&utm_medium=VF21_CPE&utm_source=viral&pn=ROVING&nav=33639783-862f-4043-8845-eb69354ea56d

Warden Phil White Memorial Ice Fishing Day. Join DSF, the Scouts, and the
Narraguagus Post 8 American Legion on February 15th from 10am-2pm for
the annual event at Chalk Pond in Beddington, Maine. Don’t have a fishing
license? No problem! February 15-16th is the first of Maine’s two free fishing

weekends in 2025, where anyone can fish without a license. There will be
food, traps, bait, and a bonfire provided, just bring your whole family and
dress warmly! This event is open to all ages and we highly encourage people
who have not ice fished before to give it a try. This is a family friendly, chem-
free event.

Since 2023, this event has been dedicated to Phil White, who organized it for
decades. Phil was an avid outdoorsman and Maine state game warden for
over 30 years until his passing in 2021. Another passionate outdoorsman,
Wade Kearns, enjoyed hunting and fishing and had a desire to share this

excitement with those around him. In memory of Wade, his family will hold a

raffle to give away two lifetime hunting and fishing licenses to youth who
attend the event. One license will be raffled for children ages 0-5 years, and
the second for children ages 6-15 years.

DSF owns about 12 acres along the shoreline of Chalk Pond in Beddington
and Township 22, which creates a 200 foot buffer around the pond and
access from Rt. 193. The property was donated to DSF by the landowners in
2014 and 2016 to ensure public access to the pond. Additionally, the preserve
protects endangered Atlantic salmon that can be found in the Little
Narraguagus River, a tributary of the Narraguagus River which passes
through the northern end of Chalk Pond. The Chalk Pond Preserve is a
peaceful place to picnic or fish, and is beautiful to visit year-round! To find it,
look for the DSF sign on Rt. 193 near the intersection with Rt. 9.




Chalk Pond, December 2024, Photo by Sean Murphy

A "Tip" to Ice Fishing

To some, the idea of sitting in the middle of a frozen lake for hours waiting for
fish to bite might sound unappealing. However, for certain outdoor
enthusiasts, ice fishing season is the best time of the year. Ice fishing can be
an exciting and memorable way to enjoy the outdoors during winter, as well
as an opportunity to socialize with family, friends, and other anglers.




While some anglers prefer to use a simple jig rod, the most common way to
fish through the ice in Maine is by using tip-ups. A tip-up is a type of trap that
sits on top of the ice and is attached to the fishing line. When a fish tugs on
the line, a flag "tips up" to signal the angler that a fish has been hooked.
Anglers can see the flag from a distance, allowing them to manage multiple
holes at once. For many, hearing someone shout “flag!” is enough to hook
them for life.

Without a doubt, the best way to experience the magic of ice fishing is to tag
along with an experienced angler who can recommend gear and show you the
ropes. However, if you are looking to try ice fishing for the first time and don’t
know where to start, check out the Maine Department of Inland Fish and
Wildlife’s Beginner’s Guide to Ice Fishing, read up on current fishing laws
and regulations, and take all the necessary precautions to stay safe on the
ice. Better yet, join us on February 15th at Chalk Pond!

Welcome to Ben Huott, Asssistant Hatchery Manager



https://www.maine.gov/ifw/fishing-boating/fishing/ice-fishing-guide.html

Ben Huott grew up fly fishing, rock climbing, and hiking in the woods of Rhode
Island. Motivated by experiences in the wilderness, he pursued studies in
Animal and Veterinary Science and received a Bachelor’'s degree in
Aquaculture and Fisheries Science from the University of Rhode Island in
Spring of 2023. At URI, Ben worked under professors to rear Rainbow Trout
and hatch Mahi, running challenges and manipulating feed/water parameters
to study biological responses.

He is looking forward furthering his knowledge of hatchery management, all
while taking in all the experiences that Maine has to offer!




UPCOMING EVENTS
Saturday, February 15th, 10:00-2:00 P.M., Annual Chalk Pond Fishing Day

Saturday, April 26th, 11:00A.M.-3:00P.M., Mark your calendars for the 22nd

Annual DSF Smelt Fry! Visit our webpage: DSF Annual Smelt Fry and watch for
more info!
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