
Fish Passage Expanded!

Old culvert perched above the stream
​surface

New bridge with natural stream bed under
construction

Sodom Brook Culvert Replacement
In a win-win for both landowners and fish, the Sodom Brook Project is now complete. Sodom
Brook is a tributary of the Narraguagus River in Deblois and has been designated an area of
special management by the Maine Department of Inland Fish and Wildlife because of its cold-
water inputs to the river. It is one of only four such designated areas in the Downeast Salmon
Habitat Recovery Unit and this is the fourth of these priority areas where DSF has addressed a
critical habitat need. The culvert, a 4’ diameter corrugated metal pipe, was undersized and
unable to handle flows associated with a 100-year flood event. In fact, the culvert had been
washed out previously when an irrigation dam further upstream gave way, isolating property
owners and blocking emergency access.  Not only was the culvert a passage barrier, it also
represented a safety hazard.
 
We are thankful for grants from Maine Coast Heritage Trust, Maine Outdoor Heritage Fund, the
Trout and Salmon Foundation and the Atlantic Salmon Federation for funding the project. DSF
Fisheries Biologist, Mike Manning, managed the project and designed the replacement bridge
using the Stream Smart Road Crossing Program guidelines. This resulted in a natural stream
channel and dimensions greater than those needed to meet 100-year flood requirements. 
 
Over a 3-day period in September, the bridge was constructed by Blake Smith of B and S
Ground Solutions of Cherryfield.  The Narraguagus River Homeowners Association, who owns
and manages the road, was an enthusiastic and active partner in this win-win. This opened
nearly a half mile of critical habitat for Atlantic Salmon and Eastern Brook Trout. Before
construction was completed, a 5-6” Brook Trout was seen swimming in the new channel and
shortly after removing the blocking nets, several fish were observed in the pool below the new
bridge ready to move upstream. Talk about an immediate success; it doesn’t get much better
than that!

https://www.mainesalmonrivers.org/
https://www.charitynavigator.org/ein/010532938
https://directories.onepercentfortheplanet.org/profile/downeast-salmon-federation
https://www.constantcontact.com/landing1/vr/home?cc=nge&utm_campaign=nge&rmc=VF21_CPE&utm_medium=VF21_CPE&utm_source=viral&pn=ROVING&nav=54ab6319-3f0f-43d9-94e3-4d6429286030


Completed bridge with natural stream channel

An Appeal From Dwayne Shaw, Executive Director
Dear friends,
 
Each year, the Downeast Salmon Federation sees positive results from the conservation
projects we conduct throughout the region. We have had to face our fair share of challenges
this year, but we have also produced incredible successes. As always, the efforts we are
involved with take patience, perseverance, and a whole lot of hard work.
 
Success stories like the culvert replacement detailed above are especially important for
morale. As many of you know, we struggled to contain the spread of the IPN virus through our
Peter Gray parr hatchery for the second year, despite new control measures and the use of UV
equipment purchased with your generous donations.

Our work involves risks, experimentation and many uncertainties, but we will continue to apply
what we learn and keep moving forward despite any unanticipated setbacks. We are in
conversations now with our agency partners to determine the best steps forward to address
how to handle the situation with this virus at the Peter Gray Hatchery. Our efforts to date
clearly document that "athletic parr" survive better than other life stages we tested; - especially
in the main stem river segments. We will continue to stock fry in the smaller tributaries where
we know they do best. Looking to the future, we have plans coming together and some funding
in hand to expand our Pleasant River Fry hatchery to eventually enable production of "athletic
parr". Once plans are approved and funding secured, we will modify the Peter Gray Hatchery in
East Machias for continued production of parr from that facility, as well. Thank you for your
patience and support as we work through these steps.
 
Your generous contributions are being put to good use, resulting in direct and measurable
successes for our fisheries. Our accomplishments directly benefit our communities, our youth,
and ultimately are producing a brighter future. Now, I am once again reaching out to ask for
your financial support as we enter the last quarter of 2024.
 



The support of our members and partners for the past 42 years has been inspiring. People truly
care about our work, and we couldn't achieve so many great things without you. Please
consider DSF in your financial giving plans this year. Your continued generosity will help us
move into 2025 on a solid footing.
 
Thank you,

DONATE
HERE
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