
$9M DMR PROJECT INCLUDES DSF AS PARTNER

Addison road crossing at Bells Brook

NOAA Recommends Funding for Major Project in Columbia and Addison

A $9M project planned by The Maine Department of Marine Resources that will
support flood mitigation, restore water quality, and improve drinking water and
septic infrastructure on the West Branch of the Pleasant River includes DSF as a
partner. Funding for the project has been recommended by the National Oceanic
and Atmospheric Administration (NOAA) for Bells Brook, a tributary of the West
Branch.
 
The funding comes from NOAA’s Transformational Habitat Restoration and
Coastal Resilience Grants program under the Bipartisan Infrastructure Law and
Inflation Reduction Act.
 
The work will focus on improvements to the Addison Road in Columbia where it
crosses Bells Brook, a structure that is in critical condition, per the Maine
Department of Transportation. Currently the crossing experiences significant
roadway flooding, a major concern for the safety of the public. The current crossing
of two metal culverts with a combined opening width of about 12 feet, would be
replaced with a 70-foot wide crossing, along with raising the road on either side by
six feet to address current and future flooding conditions.
 
DSF will conduct the portion of the project that involves the relocation of wells
and/or septic systems that may be impacted now or in the future by saltwater
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https://www.constantcontact.com/landing1/vr/home?cc=nge&utm_campaign=nge&rmc=VF21_CPE&utm_medium=VF21_CPE&utm_source=viral&pn=ROVING&nav=1f257487-bc32-4442-8553-8d81e56b6ba1


intrusion. Since the West Branch and Bells Brook are both subject to tidal
influences, this work will also benefit the health of downstream habitats that
support municipal intertidal shellfish resources.
 
In addition to flood mitigation and improved public safety, the rebuilt crossing will
allow for future upstream passage and increased nursery habitats for recreationally
and commercially valuable fish species such as rainbow smelt, American lobster,
groundfish, sturgeon, and shellfish. “While this project individually does not restore
passage or tidal flow, it is being constructed in a way that will allow for future
fisheries and tidal salt marsh restoration,” said Sean Ledwin, Director of the Maine
Department of Marine Resources Searun Fisheries and Habitat Bureau. 
 
Work is scheduled to begin this Fall and is expected to be completed in the Fall of
2027.

PLEASE!
MAKE YOUR 2024 ANNUAL GIFT to DSF

TODAY!
Your annual support of DSF's operations makes a HUGE

impact!

We cannot accomplish our important fisheries restoration
work without your continued support and generosity.

We often receive grants for major projects but many of these
grants do not include the day to day operational and

administrative costs to "keep the lights on".
Each year we ask for your financial support to help us with

operations. Your donations are crucial as a match.

Please support our work with your 2024 annual gift to
Downeast Salmon Federation. Click below or mail us at:

Downeast Salmon Federation
P.O. Box 201

Columbia Falls, ME 04623

All of us at DSF sincerely
THANK YOU!

If you are interested in giving gifts of stock, multi-year
pledges or a bequest, please call our office at (207) 483-4336.

DONATE
HERE

https://www.mainesalmonrivers.org/donate


JOIN US! DENNYSVILLE OPEN HOUSE!

UPCOMING EVENTS

August 8 - Dennys River Sportsman's Club Pavilion Open House, 4:00-7:00 P.M.

August 17-18 - Machias Wild Blueberry Festival, 9A.M. - 5 P.M.
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