
Raising Hope by Raising Fish!

Salmon Parr

Over the past few months, the Peter Gray Parr Project (PGPP) has diligently
worked to raise the next cohort of endangered Atlantic salmon (Salmo salar) for
the East Machias and Narraguagus Rivers. The Peter Gray Hatchery is dedicated
to rearing salmon parr for two of the five major salmon rivers in Downeast, Maine.
These efforts have significantly contributed to the increase in adult salmon returns
to their native rivers. Maine remains the last state in the United States with wild
Atlantic salmon runs, which were federally listed as endangered by the USFWS in
2009.

Last season, we encountered a significant challenge with the outbreak of Infectious
Pancreatic Necrosis Virus (IPNV), necessitating the culling of the remaining fish in
our hatchery. Thanks to the generous support of our donors, we were able to
acquire and install an ultraviolet light system to mitigate the risk of future viral
outbreaks. The hatchery staff is currently mapping out this year's stocking
locations in preparation for our fall parr stocking.

Upon receiving a passing disease screening for our fish, we will proceed with
marking them before stocking. The fish will have their adipose fins clipped to allow

https://www.mainesalmonrivers.org/
https://youtu.be/Zlm3sM8zPyE?si=nBN-CSYKqnrH1tzk
https://www.charitynavigator.org/ein/010532938
https://directories.onepercentfortheplanet.org/profile/downeast-salmon-federation
https://www.constantcontact.com/landing1/vr/home?cc=nge&utm_campaign=nge&rmc=VF21_CPE&utm_medium=VF21_CPE&utm_source=viral&pn=ROVING&nav=25776f4a-887c-43dc-aab4-125722f3b449


biologists and field technicians to easily identify them during future population
assessments. This process distinguishes our fish from other naturally reared
salmon in the watersheds. Fin clipping at the Peter Gray Hatchery occurs in early
October and typically takes about a week to complete. With the assistance of our
partners and local schools, each fish's adipose fin is clipped by hand. After clipping,
the fish are returned to their tanks to recover before being released into the rivers.
Once ready, the Atlantic salmon parr are loaded onto stocking trucks and
transported to various locations within their native watersheds.

This year, we have already observed adult salmon returns to the Narraguagus
River. To date, the Maine Department of Marine Resources (DMR) has trapped
four adult Atlantic salmon at the fish trap in Cherryfield, Maine. Our ongoing
stocking efforts aim to not only increase the number of returning salmon each year
but also to establish a sustainable population once again.

We are currently fundraising for our matching grant with the USFWS. The
Challenge Recovery grant has been instrumental in funding our program for the
past four years. To continue receiving this funding, the Downeast Salmon
Federation needs to raise $167,000, which the USFWS will match. So far this year,
we have raised $123,238.48, a promising start to our 2024 fundraising campaign.
However, to reach our goal of $167,000, we need partners who share our vision
and are willing to invest in our project.

Many hands help lighten the load; watch this fin clipping video!

PLEASE!
MAKE YOUR 2024 ANNUAL GIFT to DSF

TODAY!
Your annual support of DSF's operations makes a HUGE

impact!

We cannot accomplish our important fisheries restoration
work without your continued support and generosity.

We often receive grants for major projects but many of these
grants do not include the day to day operational and

administrative costs to "keep the lights on".
Each year we ask for your financial support to help us with



operations. Your donations are crucial as a match.

Please support our work with your 2024 annual gift to
Downeast Salmon Federation. Click below or mail us at:

Downeast Salmon Federation
P.O. Box 201

Columbia Falls, ME 04623

All of us at DSF sincerely
THANK YOU!

If you are interested in giving gifts of stock, multi-year
pledges or a bequest, please call our office at (207) 483-4336.

DONATE
HERE

UPCOMING EVENTS

August 17-18 - Machias Wild Blueberry Festival, 9A.M. - 5 P.M.
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