
Our Latest Land Trust Addition!

Sprague Falls in Cherryfield

Narraguagus West Branch River Access Protected Forever
We are thrilled to announce that on August 2, 2024, Downeast Salmon Federation (DSF)
acquired a significant four-+ acre property, ensuring permanent public access to the West
Branch of the Narraguagus River and the iconic “falls” at the end of Sprague Falls Road in
Cherryfield, Maine. This acquisition was made possible through the support of Maine Coast

Heritage Trust and the Ram Island Conservation Fund.  DSF actively works to conserve land
along Atlantic salmon rivers and streams by engaging directly with landowners and relying on
tips from friends and neighbors. Thankfully, our Cherryfield neighbors connected us with the
Pierce family of Damariscotta when they decided to sell their Sprague Falls camp, a property

that had been in their family since 1945.

The newly acquired Sprague Falls property is one of the most scenic locations on the river,
offering the best canoe launch for both upstream and downstream adventures (including to

DSF’s Boar’s Nest cabin) and an essential portage around the falls. This land is surrounded by
the 650-acre DSF Sprague Falls Preserve.

This property holds a rich history and includes critical rearing habitat for the endangered
Atlantic salmon. Remnants can still be seen of the old Robertson sawmill which operated from

the mid-1800’s to 1913 and made materials for ships and ladders. Maurice “Jake” Day, an
artist from Damariscotta, worked for Disney and is the reason the scenery and characters of
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the 1942 film, Bambi, are based on the Maine woods and white-tailed deer rather than mule
deer in California. “Jake” Day was a frequent visitor to the Sprague Falls camp, often joining
owner Ed Pierce and their friends for hunting and fishing trips in Maine’s wilderness. Their
adventures were immortalized in the Field and Stream magazine column and books about

“Jake's Rangers” by Edmund Ware Smith, published in the 1950-1960s. We recently
discovered that the DSF property across the river, just upstream from the falls, was previously

owned by “Jake’s Rangers”. 

From "Mills of the Narraguagus River" by Phil Harriman, published by the Cherryfield-Narraguagus Historical Society, 1972

We invite you to share any history you know about this site. We are gathering ideas, funds,
and volunteer support to repurpose the old farmhouse. Projects like these are made possible
by DSF members and supporters and your support makes great projects like this possible.
Please stay tuned for a celebration of this acquisition and volunteer workdays this fall!



River Camp 2024 Advances the “Narraguagus River Trail”

River Camp 2024 played a key role in bringing the “Narraguagus River Trail” concept to life by
establishing two canoe-accessible campsites on DSF Preserves. This free, two-week summer
camp for teens, now in its 11th year, was first founded by Maria McMorrow when she was an

Island Institute Fellow at DSF.  River Camp is currently co-managed by DSF and the Cobscook
Institute. This year, six determined campers and three leaders canoed 18.4 miles from Great
Falls in Deblois to Cable Pool/Stillwater in Cherryfield over five mostly rainy days. Along the
way, they created a tent camping site at Great Falls and another at DSF’s MacHatton Brook
Preserve in Cherryfield, 9 miles downstream. After drying out at DSF’s Wigwam cabin on the

Machias River, the group spent the second week canoeing and camping on the St. Croix River
International Waterway.



UPCOMING EVENTS

Thursday, September 19th - 4:00-7:00P.M. DSF Open House at the Peter Gray Hatchery,
East Machias
Mark your calendars for the annual "Pass The Paddle" award! More to come.

Friday, September 20th - 9:00A.M.-2:00P.M. Volunteer Trail Day
Meet at the Pleasant River Fish & Game Conservation Association
1597 Tibbettstown Road, Columbia

Come help us improve the hiking trails at the Pleasant River Community Forest!
Loppers, hand tools and water provided. Plus a cookout lunch at PRFGCA!
Contact Mike Sloan at (207)271-0789 for more information.
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