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IMPORTANT HATCHERY UPDATE

We want to provide an important update regarding the Downeast Salmon Federation’s
Peter Gray Parr Project (PGPP). For the second consecutive year, the salmon at the
Peter Gray Hatchery (PGH) have tested positive for Infectious Pancreatic Necrosis Virus
and cannot be released. While this presents a setback this year, the decade-long track
record of the PGPP speaks for itself.

Since 2012, PGH has released over 1.7 million parr into the East Machias River,
leading to a remarkable increase in smolt-to-adult return rates, higher than any
other Downeast river! Our success even enabled us to expand to a second river, the
Narraguagus, in 2021. State and federal partners have consistently emphasized the
critical importance of our program, and with your continued support, we can overcome
this most recent challenge and sustain our vital efforts to improve endangered Atlantic
salmon populations.

In response to this challenge, we are taking new steps to address the disease issues by
exploring increasing our use of UV filtration at East Machias. We are also planning an
expansion of our operations at the Pleasant River Hatchery (PRH). Expansion at PRH
will significantly boost our ability to release parr into other Downeast salmon rivers.

For nearly four decades, DSF has been releasing unfed fry into the Pleasant River each
Spring without incident of disease.

As we push ahead, we need your continued support to complete these bold projects:

e Peter Gray Hatchery: Improved UV water treatment equipment (estimated cost
$85,000-$100,000)

e Peter Gray Hatchery Operations extending through 2025: Every dollar you
contribute will be matched by U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service doubling the impact of
your gift. Our goal is $170,000.

e Pleasant River Hatchery Parr Project Expansion: Fundraising goal, $1.2 million. A
grant from an anonymous foundation and other local donations are already in hand
totaling $280,000. Your gift will help us attract other grants and donations.

Thank you for your unwavering support. Please feel free to reach out with any questions.
Together, we are taking action to assure wild salmon thrive again in Maine’s rivers.



https://www.mainesalmonrivers.org/
https://www.charitynavigator.org/ein/010532938
https://directories.onepercentfortheplanet.org/profile/downeast-salmon-federation
https://www.constantcontact.com/landing1/vr/home?cc=nge&utm_campaign=nge&rmc=VF21_CPE&utm_medium=VF21_CPE&utm_source=viral&pn=ROVING&nav=efe195aa-0e88-427b-a2b9-99b67792445b

Salmon parr in the East Machias River

2024 DSF "PASS THE PADDLE"
HONORS ART and SHEILA TATANGELO

Art Tantangelo and his late wife, Sheila, were honored with the 2024 DSF Paddle Award
at the Open House and Ice Cream Social held on Thursday, September 19th. For over
20 years, Art and Sheila supported DSF with their time and talents and have been
respected leaders in the Downeast community.

Art was instrumental in working with both DSF and our partners, along with the town of
Cherryfield, to support the vote to remove the Ice Dam and replace it with a nature-like
fishway. Art continues to hold a stalwart position shaping the future of Cherryfield.

Sheila was a dedicated former DSF Board member, serving for many years as
Secretary. Although quiet, Sheila spoke with a big voice when needed and adding her
serene wisdom, as necessary.

Both Art and Sheila were always available at DSF events to help out wherever
needed. For example, Art has been a ticket-taker every year since the start of the annual
DSF Smelt Fry over 20 years ago.

The Paddle has a long-standing history and is an expression of our appreciation for work
in helping to restore Atlantic Salmon.




Art Tatangelo receives the Paddle from Executive Director, Dwayne Shaw.

WELCOME OUR NEWEST HATCHERY TECH

We are pleased to welcome back Meagan Stanhope as our new Hatchery Technician!
Meagan has been connected to the Peter Gray Hatchery since 2013, working with us
during her studies at the University of Maine at Machias (UMM). Her early contributions
to our rearing process laid the groundwork for many of our successes. Meagan is now
an alumnus of UMM with a degree in Environmental Studies and is currently enrolled at
Washington County Community College in the Aquaculture Technology program.




After earning her Environmental Studies degree in 2019, Meagan pursued a career in
aquaculture before returning to us, bringing valuable expertise and commitment to our
growing program. Both DSF and Meagan are thrilled she is back!

EVENTS
THIS WEEK! September 26th-28th
Union River Impact Study: We Need Your Voice!
Join us as a partner with the Heart of Ellsworth and other partners for a series of community
events surrounding the future of the Union River. Learn more and view the event schedule
here: https://sites.google.com/hubltd.com/union-river-economic-impact/home
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