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New DSF Land Trust Accreditation

Have you noticed the DSF signs along the roads Downeast? These signs mark
important parcels for those who value our great outdoors and represent how
far DSF has come in recent years. Just after DSF's 40th birthday in 2022, we
were rewarded with the fruits of our land protection efforts by becoming an
accredited land trust by the Land Trust Accreditation Commission in February
2023. The application and review process took several years to complete, and
we now join the ranks of many other land trusts in Maine and around the
country that follow a transparent set of standards and practices for land ac-
quisition, management, and organizational governance. The Downeast Salm-
on Federation (DSF) has taken the opportunity to purchase and preserve over
6,000 acres and 55 miles of waterfront.

Some 80 parcels make up 30-plus preserves that help protect valuable Atlantic Salmon
habitat. Many of these parcels safeguard traditional fishing holes, access points for kay-
aks and canoes, and camp sites frequented by those on river trips. They will remain
open to public use in perpetuity. DSF recognizes the importance of keeping a part of
the region wild while preserving our old traditions.

To protect sea-run fish in Downeast Maine rivers, DSF operates two Atlantic Salmon
hatcheries, leads restoration projects to improve fish passage and enhance habitat
quality, monitors fish populations, engages with local communities through educational
and community programs, and manages lands for recreation. DSF's land trust program
is just one aspect of the work we do, but it is a critical one.
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Narraguagus River Watershed Protection

As the Land Trust Coordinator for DSF (Downeast Salmon Federation), my role is to man-
age the lands we own and actively look for ways to protect the watersheds of the five
Atlantic Salmon rivers in Downeast, Maine. This year, DSF entered into an exciting part-
nership with Maine Coast Heritage Trust (MCHT) to focus more intensely on land protec-
tion within the Narraguagus watershed, thanks to support by the Ram Island Conserva-
tion Fund.

We are interested in acquiring parcels along the river to protect critical habitat of endan-
gered Atlantic Salmon. InJuly, we acquired 100 acres on the Narraguagus River which is
now part of DSF’s Spragues Falls Preserve. Accessible via the West Branch Tote Road or
by canoe, this parcel sits directly across the river from a DSF camp, known as the Boar's
Nest.

_ One of my new favorite places along the Narraguagus River is the Great Falls Preserve,

: which | visited for the first time this summer doing trail maintenance with River Camp. |
A view of the Narraguagus ; s : i
River from a recently acquired | W3S truly amazed by the geological formation of the Kettle Hole, a result of ancient glaci-
100 acre parcel in Hancock ers, and the breathtaking beauty of the large boulders and picturesque pools. The Great
County, which has been add- | Falls Preserve is located just below the rapids where the Narraguagus River crosses Route
ed to DSF’s Spragues Falls 193 in Deblois and is certainly worth a visit.
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Every summer, DSF's Wigwams Camp on the Machias River be-
comes the lively home to a group of energetic local high school
students while they attend River Camp, two weeks of unforgettable
and positive outdoor experiences. Maria McMorrow has led River
Camp for a decade now, and first crafted the camp when she was
an Island Fellow at DSF. We owe immense gratitude to Maria for
her ingenuity and talent in creating a challenging, meaningful, and
enjoyable experience for our local youth.

DSF has been a long-standing partner of the Cobscook Institute
(formerly Cobscook Community Learning Center) in running the

| camp and sharing costs. Maria, who is now a teacher at Cobscook
Institute, has elevated River Camp into the apex of a progressive
series of outdoor experiential camps, all offered to campers at no

] charge. In addition to sleeping under the stars and mastering out-

| door cooking and survival skills, Maria takes campers on extended

-] overnight canoe trips and provides them with opportunities to earn
stipends while actively contributing to DSF's conservation projects.

The 2023 River Camp crew

In 2023, campers assisted DSF in collecting juvenile alewife population data by seining
in the Pleasant and Machias Rivers, working closely with DSF Fish Biologist Mike Man-
ning. Thanks to River Camp's hard work, the Wigwams preserve now boasts a new
kiosk, outhouse, and picnic table. Furthermore, many of DSF's hiking trails have been
improved for easier navigation.

To document the ecology of the Schoppee salt marsh in Machias, an essential step for
restoration, campers received guidance from Dr. Gayle Kraus of the University of
Maine Machias Marine Ecology lab, along with students Cameron Ferguson and Juston
Newcomb. They learned how to collect and analyze soil samples in the UMM lab to
document invertebrate abundance and diversity.

DSF extends its heartfelt thanks to the 2023 River Camp crew for their dedication, de- Seining for alewives on the Pleasant River,
termination, and unwavering sense of wonder and humor. We are grateful to our do- | Columbia Falls. photo: Sara Williams

nors and the Ferguson Foundation for their contributions, which have helped fund
DSF's share of River Camp expenses.




Downeast Salmon Federation Preserves and Conservation Focus Areas

Five watersheds in Washington County,
Maine are DSF focus areas for land
conservation, habitat restoration, and
monitoring.
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You can find maps of some DSF Preserves on our website. We are in the process of developing information
that highlights recreation opportunities on our lands. In addition to providing high-quality lands for hunting
and fishing, our preserves are open for canoe enthusiasts. We are actively working on connecting them
through backcountry canoe-accessible campsites. If you or any of your neighbors own land that you'd like
to see conserved, please don't hesitate to get in touch with us. DSF ownership ensures that these tradition-
al hunting and fishing areas remain accessible while we work tirelessly to improve habitat through restora-
tion efforts. - THANK YOU!

DSF Wigwams Camp and Preserve located on the Machias River
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